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RT TOPIAIRE IS A COUTURE

COLLECTION INITIALLY IN-

SPIRED BY THE SCULPTUR-

AL FORMS SEEN IN THE MONU-
MENTS, BUILDINGS, INFRASTRUCTURE
AND PLANTS IN PARK GUELL, BARCE-
LONA, SPAIN. BESIGNED BY ANTONI
GAUDT, PARK GUELL WAS THE INITIAL
SPARK WHICH IGNITED THE PROCESS
OF INSPIRATION WHICH BECAME FO-
CUSSED TOPIARY GARDENS AND ALSO
LOOKS AT THE SCULPTURAL ARTWORKS
OF JEFF KOONS.

THE SYMMETRICAL AND ASYMMETRICAL
OPULENCE AND SYMBOLIC DETAILS OF
THESE  ARCHITECTURAL  STRUCTURES
AND SCULPTURES INSPIRED ME TO
LOOK INTO MAN MADE FORMS AND HOW
THESE MONUMENTAL SHAPES COULD BE
TRANSLATED INTO FASHION SILHOU-
ETTES.

TOPARIUS, ORIGINATING FROM LATIN,
MEANS ORNAMENTAL GARDENER (CENTRE
FOR ARCHITECTURE N.D.), IS THE
PRACTICE OF PRUNING PLANTS TO DE-
VELOP DEFINED SHAPES (ROYAL HNOR-
TICULTURAL SOCIETY WK, N.D.).

THEREFORE, ART TOPIAIRE IS A COL-
LECTION WHICH LOOKS AT GREATLY EX-
AGGERATED SILHOUETTES, BOTH SYM-
METRICAL AND ASYMMETRICAL, THAT IS
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ALSO REFINED AND CONTROLLED WITH
AN ESSENCE OF RESTRICTION BROUGHT
ABOUT BY THE USE OF CORSETRY AND
STIFF FOUNDATION GARMENTS USED TO
CREATE CONTROLLED SHAPES.

THE COLOUR PALETTE IS INSPIRED
BY THE BRIGHT COLOURS REFLECTING
OFF THE FLOOR AND WALLS OF AN-
TONI GAUDI’'S SAGRADA DE FAMILIA
BASILICA, BARCELONA. THESE VIVID
COLOURS HAVE BEEN TRANSLATED INTO
A FLUORESCENT TULLE MESH. KOSLO-
SKI (2017) STATES THAT ARCHITECTS
SAW THEM [STAINED GLASS WINDOWS]
AS THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO
HIGHLIGHT A SPIRITUAL TRUTH WHILE
SERVING A FUNCTIONAL PURPOSE. FOR
ME, I SEE THE USE OF BRIGHT TULLE
AS A WAY TO BRING BRIGHT COLOUR
INTO A TROUBLED WORLD OF DRAB
COLOURS IN MANY CURRENT FASHION
TRENDS.

BOTH WEARABLE AND EDITORIAL, ART
TOPIAIRE IS DESIGNED TO BE A LOUD
STATEMENT WITH ITS PIECES AIMED AT
CLIENTELE WHO NEED THE WOW FACTOR
ON THE RUNWAY, ON THEIR SOCIAL
FEEDS OR FOR THE GLOSSY PAGES OF
MAGAZINES. ITS AIM IS TO VISUAL-
LY LIFT THE VIEWERS MOODS THROUGH
SILHOUETTE, COLOUR AND DETAILS.
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ERIC HAS BEEN INTRIGUED BY DESIGN EVER
SINCE HE WAS YOUNG, DRAWING CARS AND
DESIGNING MODIFICATIONS WHICH WOULD
ALLOW THEM TO DRIVE AND FLY ANYWHERE.
THIS PASSION FOR DESIGN PROGRESSED
TO FASHION DESIGN, INITIALLY SIMPLE
ENOUGH FOR HIS MUM TO CONSTRUCT, THEN
BECOMING MORE COMPLEX REQUIRING A PRO-
FESSIONAL SEAMSTER.

IN 2017 ERIC MOVED TO FINLAND AND EN-
ROLLED IN A 2 YEAR TEXTILE COURSE WHICH
INCLUDED 8 WEEKS OF PATTERN MAKING AND
SEWING. BDURING THIS 8 WEEK PERIOD HE
BECAME FASCINATED WITH PATTERN MAKING
AND GARMENT CONSTRUCTION, SOMETHING
HE CONTINUED TO PURSUE.

AFTER WORKING IN FINLAND FOR A SMALL
INDEPENDENT LABEL, SAAGA BESIGN, PLUS
CONTINUING HIS EXPERIENCE IN ALTER-
ATIONS AND COUTURE GARMENTS ON THE
SIDE HE RETURNED TO AUSTRALIA WITH A
DESIRE TO STUDY DESIGN FURTHER.

STUDYING AT THE WHITEHOUSE INSTITUTE
OF BESIGN, AUSTRALIA ERIC HAS DEVEL-
OPED A BROAD RANGE OF SKILLS RANGING
FROM PRACTICAL READY-TO-WEAR GARMENTS
TO MULTI-USE RED CARPET ATTIRE. NIS
PASSION LIES 1IN CREATING CONTEMPO-
RARY, HIGH QUALITY GARMENTS FOR SPE-
CIAL EVENTS AND OCCASIONS.

INSPIRED BY WHAT HE SEES AROUND HIM,
ERIC DRAWS INSPIRATION FROM NATURE,
ARCHITECTURE AND WHAT’S ON THE COUTURE
RUNWAYS PRESENTLY AND IN THE PAST.
ERIC SEES THE HUMAN FORM AS A BLANK
CANVAS, FABRICS AS PAINT, DESIGN WORK
AS PAINTING AND FINISHED GARMENTS AS
ARTWORKS.



1. MAISON MARGIELA F22 COUTURE | 2. CGULT GAIA F23 R2W | 3. CHET LO 823 R2W
4. MONIQUE LHUILLIER 824 R2W
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